
 



Deck the Halls, Tis the Season, Here comes Santa Clause… It’s the most 
wonderful time of the year and PassionForSavings.com wants to help you 
Save Money and enjoy your holiday season this year! Here are a few tips to 
help you get organized, save money and most of all enjoy time with the ones 
you love this Holiday Season!  
  
BEFORE YOU SHOP 
 
Every year the Holiday deals start rolling in earlier and earlier. Before you 
begin snatching up deals it is important to take some time to develop a plan 
so you can avoid overspending and make sure you get the best deals this 
year and stretch your holiday dollars as far as you can. 
 
Here are a few things to consider before you shop: 
 
Set a Budget  
 
One of the most important things you can do to avoid overspending is to start 
by setting an overall budget for the holidays and breaking that down by 
individual. Your budget may be small or large depending on your family’s 
needs and you can work within any budget as long as you are intentional 
about setting priorities and working within your limits. 
 
Make sure you think through all aspects of your budget including holiday 
parties, teacher gifts, gift exchanges at work, holiday travel and any other 
holiday related expenses you may have.  
 
I have found in past years that not only are the gifts expensive but I also tend 
to spend extra on baking supplies, decorations and other holiday relates items 
this time of year. It is important to plan for all aspects of your budget because 
there are ways to save on all of these items if you are planning ahead. 
 
Make a gift list  
 
The first step in making a gift list is to write down everyone you need to buy 
for or anyone you would like to take a gift to. For my family this includes 
listing out any teachers, neighbors or co-workers that we want to gift. Other 
items might include charitable gifts or angel tree shopping with the kids. 
 



Make sure you list anyone and everyone you can think of at this point. You 
can always remove people later if you don't have enough money to buy a gift 
for everyone. 
 
Next write down ideas of what you think each person might like. I typically 
will write down a baked item I would like to make for coworkers or cards I 
want to send to neighbors, everyone doesn't have to have a store bought gift, 
cards and baked goods are an inexpensive way to let people know they are 
loved during the holiday season. 
 
The last step is to write down a budget for each person on the list starting 
with the people closest to you and working your way down the list until your 
budget has been assigned. Now the individual amounts do not have to be 
exact but it is a good idea to have these amounts in mind so that when you 
start shopping you know what you have to work with for each person.  
 
I group baked goods and cards at this point so it I know I need to make 5 
plates of cookies for neighbors I assign a budget for the ingredients I'll need. 
Also one budget for holiday cards is sufficient this doesn't need to be broken 
down by person.  
  



FINDING THE BEST DEALS 
 
Everyone wants to find the best deals on all of the items on their shopping list 
but this can be complicated. I often get asked “Are the best deals online or in 
stores?” and the truth is it’s a combination of both. On PassionForSavings.com 
I cover all the best deals on Holiday Gifts each year. These are sometimes 
featured in stores at places like Target, Toys R Us, and Walgreens. Other 
times they are online using a coupon code or free shipping offer. Remember 
when shopping online you don’t always pay Tax depending on the site and 
where you live sometimes that can be a huge difference, especially on larger 
priced items like computers and TVs.  
 
Here are a few ways to Find the Best Deals Online: 
 
Sign Up for Email Updates – Each night we send out the best deals on 
Christmas Gifts via email. Signing up for this list can save you So Much 
Money! You’ll find awesome deals on just about everything delivered straight 
to your inbox each day.  
 
Search for Coupon Codes – Don’t shop online before you search the Coupon 
Code Database filled with thousands of Coupon Codes and updated daily! 
Before you make a purchase make sure you search the Coupon Code 
Database to save money on just about any online purchase. You will also 
frequently find Free Shipping Codes and discounts in the database.  
 
Use Coupons - There are so many coupons available this time of year so even 
if you aren’t a typical coupon user this is a great time to start watching for 
coupons. We typically see coupons for retail stores such as Bath and Body 
Works and all of the major retailers like Target, Kmart, & Toys R Us have 
coupons in the Toy Books released at the beginning of November. I post Toy 
Coupons as often as I can find them so keep your eyes open for high value 
coupons and grab them while they are available. There may not be a deal on 
those toys immediately but over the holiday season we see almost all toys go 
on sale at some point.  
 
  

http://www.passionforsavings.com/
http://www.passionforsavings.com/sign-email-updates/
http://www.passionforsavings.com/online-coupon-codes/
http://www.passionforsavings.com/print-coupons/


ONLINE SHOPPING TIPS 
 
I love shopping online during the Holidays; you can avoid the chaos and long 
lines of the stores and still get amazing deals. Often the deals online are 
better than the deals in stores so it pays to keep up with the online deals. 
Follow Passion For Savings on Facebook for Updates all day long or “Like” our 
Black Friday Page for even more Holiday Deals!  
 
Here are a few online shopping tips for you: 
 

1. Do your research. Know what a good price is for an item, typically 
online sites have higher “Retail Prices” listed which doesn’t mean 
anything. Don’t fall for the 80% off claims because the retail price might 
be inflated. This is where it pays to do a little research and know what 
the going price for an item is.  

 
2. Shop Thanksgiving Week & Thanksgiving Day. Retailers want to 

get your money BEFORE you get in the stores on Black Friday so some 
of the best deals online happen during Thanksgiving Week. Make sure 
you check in frequently during this week and scroll through all the deals 
because we will be posting everything we find.  

 
3. Stack Coupon Codes. Some retailers allow you to stack coupon codes 

for Free Shipping with Discount Codes. For Example: Kohl’s allows up to 
2 promo codes per order as long as one is for Free Shipping and one is 
a % off Discount. Don’t forget about that handy Coupon Codes 
Database where you can search for Online Codes for just about any 
store online!  

 
4. Use Rewards Programs. A lot of companies have Free Rewards 

Programs that allow you to earn points or get special coupons. You will 
want to sign up for these programs because you can save a lot of 
money through special bonus points offers and exclusive deals for 
members.  

 
5. Future Purchase Discounts. A common trend at retail stores is to 

offer you “Store Cash” like Kohl’s Cash or Old Navy Cash when you 
make a purchase. This encourages you to come back and shop again at 
the same store. Don’t forget to factor those discounts into your 

https://www.facebook.com/PassionForSavings
https://www.facebook.com/topdailysavings
https://www.facebook.com/topdailysavings
http://www.passionforsavings.com/online-coupon-codes/
http://www.passionforsavings.com/online-coupon-codes/


purchase decision, you might find an item is the same price at multiple 
stores but one store offers future purchase discounts making it a better 
deal. This happens a lot with sites like Best Buy, Old Navy, and Kohl’s 
so keep your eyes open for these deals.  

 
  



SHOPPING IN STORES 
 
There are a lot of stores that offer great discounts which are only available in 
stores. Think of these like Loss Leaders at your local grocery stores. They 
offer one or two great items to get you in stores and paying higher prices on 
other items you buy at the same time.  
 
Here are a few strategies to get the best deals in stores: 
 

1. Shop One Day Deals. Old Navy, Toys R Us, Target, Gap and other 
retailers frequently offer One Day Only sales during the holidays. You 
can score some great deals by grabbing these one day sale items but 
remember not to impulse shop. Often the One Day Sale Item Price is 
the lowest price you will see during the holidays.  

 
2. Shop Early. During the holidays hot items will sell out fast. Make sure 

you shop early in the week for the best deals and early in the day for 
daily deals. These times are optimal for having the best selection of sale 
items to choose from. Also remember to ask for a rain check if an item 
is out of stock, which will help you avoid paying full price for the item 
when it comes back in stock.  

 
3. Stack Coupons. Most stores allow you to use an in store coupon with 

a Manufacturer Coupon. This is a great way to get double the savings! 
Don’t forget to ask for the coupon policy at your local store or research 
it online to double check before heading to the store. Target for 
example allows you to use 1 Manufacturer Coupon + 1 Store Coupon + 
1 Cartwheel Coupon. That’s 3 discounts on top of a sale price which 
works out to some awesome savings!  

 
4. Price Match Online Deals. The larger stores are trying hard to be 

competitive with online retailers during the holidays. Stores like 
Walmart, Target, Toys R Us and Best Buy have online price match 
policies during the holiday months. Price match online deals in stores to 
avoid paying shipping fees, or stack online prices with Manufacturer 
Coupons by price matching at Target or Walmart.  



AMAZON SHOPPING TIPS  

 
You can find some of the best Holiday Deals on Amazon.com. Prices change 
frequently which means they can drop within a few hours and then go back 
up again. Don’t let that discourage you, it is possible to grab awesome deals 
on Amazon.  
 
Here are a few tips for grabbing the best deals on Amazon.com: 
 

1. Check Back Daily. Amazon prices can change frequently, often they 
price match other online retailers prices and daily deals and they also 
adjust pricing based on demand. So if you find an item you are looking 
for and you aren’t happy with the price keep checking you might find 
the item going on sale at some point over the next week or 2.  
 

2. Use Amazon Prime. I know most people don’t like the idea of paying 
for Amazon Prime. You can actually get free trials of Amazon Prime 
right now so make sure you sign up if you aren’t a member already. 
Amazon Prime allows you to get Free Shipping with No Minimum. That 
means you can buy only the items that are on sale and you don’t have 
to waste time or money shopping around for other items you didn’t 
need. Having prime allows me to make instant purchases without 
worrying about shipping costs.  
 

3. Learn how to use Lightning Deals. I have an entire post on How to 
Use Amazon Lightning Deals. These are daily deals that are only 
available for a limited amount of time and with a limited quantity. That 
means they sell out fast, these deals start at different times throughout 
the day so you want to be ready before the deal starts to have the best 
chance at claiming this deal. Each morning we post the Best Lightning 
Deals for that upcoming day to help you stay on top of which deals to 
look for and their starting times.  
 

4. Use the Waitlist. I can’t emphasize this enough; I have gotten so 
many Lightning Deals by joining the waitlist. Some items will be 100% 
claimed in just seconds, if you see this happen click on “Add to Waitlist” 
and keep shopping on Amazon.com. You will see a window pop up 
when it’s your turn on the waitlist and you can “Add to Cart” at that 
point. Then you have 15 Minutes to complete your purchase before the 

http://www.passionforsavings.com/2013/10/amazon-free-shipping-minimum-get-free-amazon-prime/
http://www.passionforsavings.com/weekly-ad/amazon-lightning-deals/
http://www.passionforsavings.com/weekly-ad/amazon-lightning-deals/


item goes to the next person on the waitlist. Watch this Video to see 
how the Waitlist and Lightning Deals Work.  

 
  

http://www.passionforsavings.com/2012/11/amazon-black-friday-cyber-monday-lightning-deals-tips/


GETTING ORGANIZED 
 
The holidays can be a crazy time for a lot of families, it is so important to get 
organized and take the time to slow down and enjoy this time with family and 
friends. I have put together several worksheets to help you get organized this 
Holiday Season. Print these out and use them to help you plan and prepare.  
 
Here is a guideline of each of the Printable included with this packet: 
 
Holiday Budget Worksheet – Use this list to help you plan for all the items 
you might need during the holidays. Everything from new Christmas Trees, 
Decorations, Charitable gifts and postage for mailing holiday gifts make sure 
you plan ahead for all expenses you expect to encounter during the holiday 
season.  
 
Santa’s Survey – This is a fun sheet you can use for your kids, your spouse 
and even family members on your shopping list. Send each family member 
the Santa Survey and have them complete the list with gifts they would like, 
things they need and a few of their favorite things. This should help you get 
some ideas on what each person would like and help to take the guess work 
out of your holiday shopping.  
 
Christmas Gifts List – This list will help you keep your shopping organized. 
Write down the name of each person you need to buy a gift for along with 
ideas for each person and your holiday budget for that person. You can cross 
out each section as you finish shopping for that person and you’ll have a 
running list of what items you still need to purchase.  
 
Black Friday Shopping List – The Black Friday Deals are already starting to 
roll in, use this list to keep up with all your favorite deals and stores as you 
browse through the ads. Then you’ll know exactly what you need at each 
store.  
 
Holiday Event Calendar – This is the most wonderful time of the year, but 
it can also be one of the busiest times of the year. Get your family organized 
by making sure you keep up with all your holiday events. If you don’t already 
have a calendar you use on a daily basis fill in this Holiday Events Calendar 
with important dates and parties.  
 



Holiday Party Planner – If you’re hosting a holiday event this year use this 
Holiday Party Planner to brainstorm ideas for dinner, decorations and even 
the guest list all in one place.  
 
Holiday Baking Planner – I love baking during the holiday season but it’s 
important to keep up with additional ingredients you may need to buy at the 
stores to avoid making extra shopping trips (Saving you both time and 
money). Use this list to plan ahead for your holiday baking to make sure you 
have everything you need on hand for each holiday treat.  
 
Holiday Card Planning List – During the Holidays we see some awesome 
deals on Holiday Cards. Make sure you are ready for those deals by having 
your Holiday Card Planning List ready. Write down each family you want to 
send a card to along with their Address and when the cards are mailed out. 
You can print this page multiple times if you need additional sheets.  
 
Holiday Bucket List – During the holidays it is so important to spend time 
with Friends and Family. Make a holiday bucket list of things you want to do 
this year and start marking them off one by one.  
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holiday budget worksheet 

 

Budget Actual 

Running 

Total 

Tree(s):       

        

        

New Decorations:       

        

        

Christmas Meal:       

        

        

Holiday Cards and Postage:       

        

        

Charitable Gifts/Donations:       

        

        

Gift Wrap and Postage:       

        

        

Gifts:       
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santa’s survey 
Name: _________________________________________________________ 

Shirt size: __________  Pant size: ____________  Shoe size: ______________ 

Favorite Candy: _________________________________________________ 

Favorite Snack: __________________________________________________ 

Favorite New Movies: ____________________________________________ 

Favorite New Book Series: _________________________________________ 

Gaming Consoles I Already Have: ___________________________________ 

I need: _________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 

I want: _________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 
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christmas gift list 
Name: _________________________ gift budget: ___________________ 
gift(s): ______________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________ 
 
Name: _________________________ gift budget: ___________________ 
gift(s): ______________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________ 
 
Name: _________________________ gift budget: ___________________ 
gift(s): ______________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________ 
 
Name: _________________________ gift budget: ___________________ 
gift(s): ______________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________ 
 
Name: _________________________ gift budget: ___________________ 
gift(s): ______________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________ 
 
Name: _________________________ gift budget: ___________________ 
gift(s): ______________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________ 
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black friday Shopping list 
Store #1: _________________________________________________________________________________ 

Item(s): __________________________________________________________________________________ 

Price(s): __________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Store #2: _________________________________________________________________________________ 

Item(s): __________________________________________________________________________________ 

Price(s): __________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Store #3: _________________________________________________________________________________ 

Item(s): __________________________________________________________________________________ 

Price(s): __________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Store #4: _________________________________________________________________________________ 

Item(s): __________________________________________________________________________________ 

Price(s): __________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Store #5: _________________________________________________________________________________ 

Item(s): __________________________________________________________________________________ 

Price(s): __________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Store #6: _________________________________________________________________________________ 

Item(s): __________________________________________________________________________________ 

Price(s): __________________________________________________________________________________ 
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holiday event calendar 
Month of: _________________________ 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday 

                            
              

                            

                            

                            

              

                            
              

                            

              

              

              

                            
              

                            

              

              

              

                            
              

                            

              

              

              

                            
              

                            

              

              

              

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

© 2013 Mile51 Media, LLC |  Passion For Savings™ 

holiday party planner 

 
Date:             

 

Guests: Invite Sent Y/N? 

Time:             
 

    

        
    

Dinner Ideas: 

 
    

              
 

    

              
 

    

              
 

    

              
 

    

              
 

    

              
 

    

              
 

    

              
 

    

              
 

    

              
 

    

              
 

    

              
 

    

              
 

    

          Decorations:  

 

Invitation Purchase/Order From: 
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holiday baking planner 
Recipe Name: ___________________________________________________________________________ 

Source: _________________________________________________________________________________ 

Gift for: ________________________________________________________________________________ 

Ingredients needed: ______________________________________________________________________ 

Date Baked: ____________ Date Wrapped: ____________      Date Given/Sent: __________________ 

 

Recipe Name: ___________________________________________________________________________ 

Source: _________________________________________________________________________________ 

Gift for: ________________________________________________________________________________ 

Ingredients needed: ______________________________________________________________________ 

Date Baked: ____________ Date Wrapped: ______________    Date Given/Sent: _________________ 

 

Recipe Name: ___________________________________________________________________________ 

Source: _________________________________________________________________________________ 

Gift for: ________________________________________________________________________________ 

Ingredients needed: ______________________________________________________________________ 

Date Baked: _____________ Date Wrapped: ______________      Date Given/Sent: ________________ 

 

Recipe Name: ___________________________________________________________________________ 

Source: _________________________________________________________________________________ 

Gift for: ________________________________________________________________________________ 

Ingredients needed: ______________________________________________________________________ 

Date Baked: ____________ Date Wrapped: ______________       Date Given/Sent: ________________ 
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holiday card planning list 

 

Sent Rec'd 

Name:     

Address:     

City/State/Zip:      

Name:     

Address:     

City/State/Zip:      

Name:     

Address:     

City/State/Zip:      

Name:     

Address:     

City/State/Zip:      

Name:     

Address:     

City/State/Zip:      

Name:     

Address:     

City/State/Zip:      

Name:     

Address:     

City/State/Zip:      

Name:     

Address:     

City/State/Zip:      
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